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PARTS, PARTS

AND MORE PARTS ... 66
Mat anly did attending the annual SEMA Show give
us the oppartunity to check out hot models and
hot trucks, but it also gave us a glimpse info the
future of sport truck customizing. We found 240
brand-new parts to make your truck faster, lower,
louder, higher, and just plain betler. Everything
from audio to video and styfing is here. If you can’t
find something to fit your truck, then go back to
the beginning and look again.

GOOD-LDOOKING NEEDLES .... .54
Our in-house classic truck aficionado, Calin, goes
odd-schood this month and restores a '67 Chewy
gavge cluster, using some excellent parts from
Early Classic Enterprises. Once again, the needies
are orange and moving in the rght direction; and
the rest of the cluster looks mmmm, mmmm good.

PROJECT DARK HORSE GETS
NEW SHOES ..............90
What good is a custom truck without custom =~~~
wheels? Not much, in our book. This month, we.
throw a set of 23-inch Tezzen ARC

A STYLIN’ PAGKAGE ............94
What do you do with a semi-stock "94 Chevy
frueck? 1 you are ws, you would tumn it into a
G-machine. Mitto Tire, Stylin® Concepls, and Uikra
Wheel are ihe first companies we contacted fior
S0me canyon-canang paris, All the goodees we
0ot were just a mouse-click away, thanks o an
internet connection and a computer, hat is

GOUCH-POTATO POWER 98
Finding horsepower for a Chevy Silverado was never
a5 easy as this. We pointed and clicked our way to
mone panies by visiting Truckperformance.com, and
a few days later a guy in a big brown tnuck dropped
off boves with parts from JBA and AEM. We tesied
headers and a new air intake with great resuits and
didn't even have o visit the auto parts siore.

PHOTOGRAPHY: CALIN HEAD

COOL EGT = BETTER ET .....104
Howr about an exhaust system for your diese] that
eats ungder the back bumper, instead of in front of
the rear wheels? You know that black cloud com-
ing out he ruck messes up your shiny rims, 50
why not make your truck sound batter and reduce
your detailing time?

DO-IT-YOURSELF DIESEL ....108
Routing maintenance for a digsel engine includes
maintaimng the fuel system. Take a truck like a
Chewy HD to the dealer for this sarvice and your
walbet will catch on fire. Staff Editor Gary Blount
decided to t. the job himself and found

out some imeresting information involving nest
fungus, and other ugly things
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ALAZY MAN’'S GUIDE
TO SILVERADO
PERFORMANCE

BY GARY BLOUNT
PHOTOGRAPHY: GARY BLOUNT & CHARLES EVENSON

HAT IS LAZINESS? IF IT'S TAKING THE PATH OF LEAST

RESISTANCE TO ACHIEVE A GOAL, THEN WE'RE ALL

LAZY, THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE FOR A LARGE PER-

CENTAGE OF THE MALE GENDER IN RELATION TO SHOP-

PING. 50, WHAT'S THE PATH OF LEAST RESISTANCE FOR

easy plug-and-play truck mods? Web shopping on www.truckperfor-

mance.com, that's what! We put the task of beefing up the power output of

an 05 Silverado by way of web shopping and easy bolt-ons found at Truck

Performance’s website, |
The whole experience was like watching David Copperfield performing
live magic, on a street corner in Mew York City during a Friday lunch hour.
Magically, all the power parts showed up at the door step via cur favorite
brown carrier. We opted to make the basic upgrades, making good power

enhancement while still keeping the installation process simple. We tried |

AEM's new Brute Force dry air intake, so we didn't have to worry about |

destroying the MAF sensor by over-oiling a cotton-gauze filter when we |
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clean it, We also incorporated JEAS Headers
and after-cat exhaust system because JBA man-
ufacturers its products to upgrade power, while
being installer friendly. Then, finally, we chose an
easy install programmer by Superchips to con-
tinue down the path of least resistance,

Thiz time wie spent in front of the computer till
the time we were able to enjoy our first tire-haz-
ing burnout consisted of almost five hours of
actual work, All the components were easy to
install, so if you applied yourself, it would take
you the same amount of time. Of course, this
wouldn’t account for going to the store for a six
pack of your favorite beverage, daydreaming of
what to do next, trying to find the tool you just
used, or running back and forth from the garage
to the TV to see a football score. We also had the
luxury of an air compressor and pnewmatic
tools. Without these devices, this install would
have been a dusk-till-dawn job,

& gquick pull on the dyno at Superior
Automaotive provided the hardcore evidence we
needed to compare the before and after power
meds. On average, the stock "05 5.3L1 truck
scenario makes 245 hp and 286 Lb-ft of torgue
with an automatic transmission measured at
the tire. The stock powerband kicks in about
3,400 rprn and pulls to 4,900 rpm before the
power starts to drop off,

After the mods, our truck made 306 lb-ft of
torque at 4,500 rpm, which is 400 rpm higher
than stock, Horsepower was increased to 280
at 5,250 rpm. The engine always made more
horsepower and torque over stock through this
rpm range. This proves the exhaust, headers,
and intake allowed the engine to breathe bet-
ter, even at the same rpm, and the program-
mer provided the means to make best use of
the performance enhancements. ll

SOURCES:

ADVAMCED EMGINE MAMAGEMEMNT IMC.
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TRUCK PERFORMANCE
100

First, we took off the small section of
exhaust that houses the catalytic
converters from the sxhaust system,

Removing the dipstick is necessary o
remawe thie passenger-side exhaust mani-
fald. This was done by unscrawing the ong
baoilt that holds it in place and pulling it frea
from the block. Becauwse the dipstick
passes right by the starter relay, we found
out the hard way it's in your best interest to
disconnect the battery, The sparks and
starter tuming the motor while sitting on
jackstands are not a good thing.

After carefully pulling the plug wires free of
the plugs, the manifold bolts should be
broken free by a half rotation, 5o the mani-
fold bolts aren't put under additional strass
for remawval. This will also ensure you don't
strip a manifold boft hole in the aluminum
heads,

Onily six bolts are used to affix the mani-
feddd 1o the head, We removed all but one
center bolt, After making sure it was less
than fnguer tight, wi remaved the bolt
while holding the exhaust manifold with
the other. Once it was released from the
head, we carefully removed the siock gas-
ket and removed the manifold from the
truck, We kept the thick plastic wrap on
our new headers to keep the coating from
being scratched, This truck has less than
6,000 miles on it, 50 we opted o reuse the
stock gaskets. Start with a center bolt
when installing the new headears o ensure
the headers seal property.

According to the instructions, the driver-
side manifold and header need to be
ramoved and installed from the top. This
would include disconnecting the steering
shaft and moving it out of the way. This
wouldn't be hand, but it already had the
exhaust completely disconnected, allow-
ing the header and exhaust manifold
throwgh the botlom side of the iruck,
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COUCH-POTATO POWER

This may be befare your time, but there was a song by
Blwe Oyster Cult that had the kyrics “Don't fear the
reaper.” Well, our varsion of that song is “Don't fear
the extensicn.” We found a 3-foot extension reached
the anly difficult-to-reach bolt on the exhaust system.
The rear manifold bolt on the driver side is recessed in
the enginea tunnel, Evan with a 12-paint shoty wrench,
you'll only be able to turn the bolt one eighth of a turn
per pull, With this shallow 13mm sockat attached 1o a
three-gighth drive wobbly and damn-near 3 feet of
threa eighths extension, the bolt can be reached
through the fendarwell,

With all the bolts tight, even the difficull one, the spark
pheg wires weng reinstalled and we moved onto the rest
of the JBA exhaust.

JBA AFTER-CAT EXHAUST

We used man’s best friend to start the remaoval process
of the stock exhaust system. It only took one cut o
remawe the stock exhaust,

Thiene are fowr O, sensors to contend with. We removed
a couple of ours, but this isn't essential. You can mave
the cats arsund to make room for manipulating the
driver-side header and manifold, but you should zip-tie
the cats up so they don't pull on the wires of the O,
SEnGEOr,

The exhaust system uses all the stock hangers and
readily bolts togethes,

- T

A little anti-seize compaund on the flange bolts
ensured no nust fusion was going to destroy the treads
on the fasteners.

Thie musffher was marked for flow, so installing the muffler
in the comect erentation was made that much easier.

Behind the mufflar ana the thind and fourth pieces to
this incredibly easy after-cat axhaust system, The
stainless after-cat exhaust system is hand 1o pinch
down with the supplied exhaust clamps. After the Sys-
tem was in place, we welded our 3-inch tubing together
to ensure it didn't leak or come free. We suggest you
do the same. If you don't have a welder, then take the
system o & muffler shop and hawve them buzz the sys-

tem together,

We really liked the design of the tip, but it stuck out kind
of tar for us. Like the diehasds we are, it was impossible
to leave well encugh alone, and we thought it nsedesd
modifying.

With the use of our trusty Sawzall, we cut 5-1/2 inches
out of our exhaust tip then welded it back together with
our Millermatic 251,

AEM INTAKE
e

We used .ﬂuEI-\l's.Beute Force dry element intake to
replace the stock unit, so we wouldn't have to worry
about cormoding the MAF sensor with cd.

Most every electrical connector uses a locking system,
We removed the plastic lock and then pulled the con-
nector from the MAF sensor,






